
 

 

2020 Annual Report 

  
2020 was a trying year for everyone.  Foster Care youth who were in the process of aging out during 

the pandemic faced a tumultuous time of uncertainty. To prevent youth from being pushed out onto 

the streets during the Pandemic we started a petition and  partnered with local agencies to “Pause 

Aging Out”. As of today we have received 710 signatures and youth are now allowed to sign 

themselves back in to care to receive the resources they need throughout this trying time. 

 

 

 
Thanks to so many generous donors, we've been able to provide support to our local foster 
youth. 

  

 



In 2021, with your continued support, we intend to accomplish so much more! With our passion and 

dedication to the foster care community we will broaden our efforts in assisting over 700 youth 

between the ages of 16-21 that age out of the system within and around Westchester County and 

NYC. 

 

We will continue to combat the below statistics : 

● 50% of children who are in foster care will be employed by the age of 24, 20% of that 
50% will  become homeless after the age of 18. 

● 71% of young women who age out of the foster care system will become pregnant by the 
age of  21. 

● 22% of aged-out foster youth battle with post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), which 
exceeds  the rate of PTSD in the general population by five times. This surpasses the 
rates of veterans who  served in Iraq and Afghanistan, 12% of whom are diagnosed with 
PTSD. 

● 27 % of Americans within the welfare system do not finish high school  

● There is a 3% chance or less for children who have aged out of foster care to earn a 
college  degree.  

 

By doing the following: 

 

Helping youth focus on having a healthy mindset and preparing themselves for a sustainable future, 

that is obtainable while taking our crash courses provided via our Health and Wellness and Career 

Development programs. As former foster care youth ourselves, we will continue to advocate and be 

a continuous guiding source for them. We are that bridge between foster care and true adulthood.  

 

We hope that you will continue to support foster care youth via donating and or providing resources 

or a lending hand. Feel free to contribute via our site @ www.poppymuse.org. With much gratitude, 

we thank you. 

  

Warmest Regards, 

  

Tameka Mclean 

Executive Director 

http://www.poppymuse.org/

